
 

 

 
Summary of Florida Transportation Plan Policy Element Comments 

Name/ 
Organization 

Section of Plan Comment Action Taken 

Unknown Safety and 
Security 

Knowing that this was stated as high level policy plan during the 
presentation, During this process when would it be beneficial for Driving 
Rehab Specialist to be involved or collaborate on for instance a project 
level for safety theme or the more transport choices theme? 

FDOT will contact Driving 
Rehab Specialist. 

Unknown Safety and 
Security 

Enhance safety with fewer vehicle miles traveled - Promote shorter trips, 
fewer vehicle miles traveled, through enhanced connectivity, options for 
modes other than vehicular, and better community development plans to 
discourage sprawl and more vehicle miles traveled. Current development 
impact regulations still focus on roadway capacity, which in turn promotes 
sprawl, and ironically adds additional strain to the transportation system 
with higher VMT. 

Noted. 

Unknown Mobility The development pattern in FL over the last few decades has been away 
from the city core (sprawl). This is due to state and local regulations 
regarding development impacts and emphasis on vehicular roadway 
capacity (in addition to land requirements to meet regulations for parking 
and stormwater). Ironically, these regulations have not protected 
roadways in FL from development impacts, but in fact worsened 
transportation in FL. They have created more vehicle miles traveled, 
increased commute times, congestion, and bottle necks. In order to 
accommodate this sprawling development pattern and traffic from 
increasing further distance from city core, roadways have been widened to 
multi-lane, high speed, unsafe, unpleasant driving experiences limited to 
cars as the only mode choice. State and local development regulations 
need to be reversed to enable urban infill - which will provide 
opportunities for modes other than vehicular (walk, bike, transit, etc.). 
Short trips need to be promoted and not penalized. 

Noted. 



 2 
 

Choices Revise state and local development regulations to promote urban infill and 
discourage sprawl. This will provide opportunities for modes other than 
vehicular (walk, bike, transit, etc.). Short trips need to be promoted and 
not penalized. 

Adjusted text in 
Transportation Choices for 
People and Freight section to 
recognize that dense urban 
areas tend to support 
multiple modes of 
transportation. 

Quality of Life 
and Quality 
Places 

On any given 6-lane divided roadway in FL, it is extremely difficult to make 
a short trip. The roads are designed for through traffic (long trips). For 
instance, if I am at a destination on one side of the road, and then would 
like to make a stop at another destination directly across the street 
(unsignalized), my options are limited. Walking is likely not a good option 
because even if there is an adjacent signal with a crosswalk, who likes to 
cross a busy 6-lane roadway? Driving is very difficult because I won't be 
able cross the roadway or turn left due to heavy traffic and/or the median. 
I will likely have to turn right then hopefully find a U-turn opportunity. 
Why is crossing the street so hard? Why is the short trip penalized? 
Planning and regulations needs to strike a balance between the short and 
long trip. Overemphasis on the long trip has created a car-dependent 
society with increased commutes, VMT, limited mode choices, congestion, 
high speed, multi-lane, unsafe, unpleasant roadways. 

Strengthened language 
related to improving 
accessibility and making 
accommodations for 
sidewalks, crosswalks, shared 
use paths, and other 
accommodations. 

Unknown Safety and 
Security 

I am the instructor for a program that prepare young adults with 
disabilities for the work force.  One of the biggest barriers to obtaining 
paid employment for this population is transportation that is safe and 
reliable.  My students and their families are often concerned that they will 
not be safe while waiting at a place such as a bus stop as well as the 
person with a disability being able to receive assistance if needed (such as 
getting off at the correct stop). 

An approach was added to 
specifically address the needs 
of users with limited 
mobility. 

Infrastructure 

 

Again, please keep in mind the needs of those with disabilities in regards 
to usage and accessibility.   

An approach was added to 
specifically address the needs 
of users with limited 
mobility. 
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Choices In Santa Rosa County there are no public transportation options.  The 
north end of the county is very rural.  I have my own vehicle that is paid for 
and in great condition, but I would be very willing to use public 
transportation for trips into Pensacola or even to recreational spots such 
as the beach.  Many others have said that the lack of transportation 
options makes finding and maintaining employment impossible.  I believe 
that more transportation options in this area would greatly increase the 
economic outlook for our county. 

Noted. 

Brickell 
Energy 

Safety and 
Security 

The protection of the environment and the risk of coastal flooding are 
barely mentioned along the 24 page Vision Element. Reliance on cheap gas 
and “new technologies not catching up” are even mentioned. 

I would like to meet with you and discuss concrete proposals to include a 
State Vehicle Electrification Plan as an objective way to reach the following 
objectives - reduce carbon emissions from the State Transportation 
System; create conscience and to encourage participation on preventing 
the devastating effects of climate change: rise of sea level, flooding and 
salinization of water reserves; and promote the development of a vibrant 
renewable energy economy within the sunshine state. 

Text was revised to more 
clearly describe Florida’s 
environmental and climate 
risks. 

Unknown Safety and 
Security 

The ideas and plan is a good plan, however is very broad and doesn't 
address how it will reach its goal specifically. The innovation is a good 
concept yet in my opinion is unnecessary unless the transportation system 
is functioning to its main purpose, to carry the transportation demand 
safely and efficiently. Until design and implementation is successful 
enough to help curb the congestion problems here in South Florida. 
Density proves a healthy developed community, congestion yields an 
unhealthy and under-planned region. There is too much congestion 
throughout this region that produces a very poor transportation system. 
The design and plans are not keeping up with the population growth and is 
falling behind quickly. I think the emphasis needs to address the demand 
for the road and the population growth rate before it requires any extra 
innovation that deals with homeland security. 

Noted. 
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Infrastructure And as stated in my previous comment, all this technological improvement 
will only be beneficial if the transportation system is designed and utilized 
for the capacity that demands the system. The technology won't do any 
good if the problem of traffic congestion increases along with the 
population growth. The best innovation to ease traffic congestion is to 
provide more options for the population, more options of roads, vehicles, 
services, etc. 

Noted. 

Mobility This will be successful so long as it takes on the problem of congestion 
head on, as stated in my previous points. 

Noted. 

Choices This is the best way to combat traffic congestion. However, the efficiency 
will come when it can carry a large demand of travelers per transportation 
unit. Mass public transportation should be the #1 priority for FDOT's future 
investment since that will be the best way to attack the congestion head-
on. In my personal opinion, I believe autonomous vehicles are a terrible 
idea and dangerous for society and planning. I do not want to delve into 
that since I will have a field day. I think if mass public transportation were 
to expand then there is no need for AV's. 

Noted. 

Economic 
Competitiveness 

Trade is always going to happen and this region is considered the unofficial 
capitol of Latin America, so there is nothing new to this, trade in this 
region is inevitable. Any goals to fan off of this will be reflected at how 
efficient the system is. Fix the congestion and the rest will fall into place. 

Noted. 

Quality of Life 
and Quality 
Places 

Hammering home the issue of congestion is important for the success and 
overall health of the regional community. The design and implementation 
needs to address and correlate with the population growth rate, ease the 
congestion, understand transportation corridors and urban hot-spots in 
order for an efficient system to work. Complete streets is good at its core 
but I disagree vehemently especially in this region with any concept of 
"lane removal". I understand why this concept is desired to be utilized but 
understand the domino and bottleneck effect if poorly planned. Effects 
from this usually won't be seen until sometime after the installation (or 
removal) occurs. 

Noted. 
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Environment 
and Energy 

100% for conserving energy, using different fuels and energy to power 
transportation. 

Noted. 

Implementation Not entirely, I wish we could put a percentage on this questions because I 
am 50/50 on this. The only reason I have a problem is the politicking of 
these initiatives because I believe in my opinion, even-though it may seem 
that there are many meetings with the public to get a ground up 
examination, these plans do get implemented from a top-down planning 
hierarchy. I think whatever community these plans directly affects there 
needs to be more communication as far as what that community truly 
desires or what they should come to expect. A ground up survey and 
analysis may benefit the system better for the long run. 

Noted. 

Unknown Infrastructure It is inconceivable that a 2060 plan does not directly address sea level rise.  
It is not an extreme weather event and is considerably more than "other 
environmental considerations."  Difficult decisions will need to be made 
about when,  where  if we invest in vulnerable areas. 

Text was revised to more 
clearly describe Florida’s 
environmental and climate 
risks. 

Unknown Safety and 
Security 

Define where goal is applicable. Noted. 

Choices Add diverse before "Choices". Noted. 

Florida Ports 
Council 

Economic 
Competitiveness 

Regarding the Future Corridors discussion, US DOT recently stated that to 
support our projected population and economic growth, freight 
movements across all modes are expected to grow by roughly 42% by the 
year 2040. Container traffic at ports will increase as goods transported by 
our freight system more than doubles over this period. With that in mind, 
the futuristic approach we are seeking to take in the FTP and its corridor 
discussion may be shortchanged by not acknowledging the incredible 
amount of growth in freight being projected. Also, I’m not sure the term 
“economic development” comprehensively embodies growth in trade as 
you suggest, but may in fact be a result of or response to our Country’s 
economic development. We would hate to miss the concept that this 
growth in commerce may impact the way we design and operate Florida’s 
corridors in the future. 

Text was revised to more 
clearly describe the 
importance of freight 
movement in Florida, the 
projected growth of freight in 
Florida, and to account for 
commerce corridors. 
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Defenders of 
Wildlife 

Safety and 
Security 

Defenders of Wildlife strongly encourages the Department to be proactive 
in improving human safety and reduce wildlife mortality on roadways. We 
strongly encourage DOT to employ proactive mitigation measures to 
protect wildlife including underpasses, overpasses and systems that 
automatically detect wildlife nearby have been shown to reduce wildlife-
vehicle collisions. Wildlife underpasses and fencing along I-75 have 
prevented many motor vehicle accidents and accompanying Florida 
panther and Florida black bear deaths which further the recovery of these 
wide ranging species.   

Noted. 

Mobility Defenders of Wildlife is concerned about the direct, indirect and 
cumulative effects posed to rare, threatened and endangered species by 
construction and operation of new and enhanced highways, ports, airports 
and rail lines throughout Florida. We are especially concerned that new 
and enhanced highways and railways will impede the movement of wildlife 
and result in an increased the number of deaths and injuries to motorists 
and wildlife including the endangered Florida panther and the black bear. 
Defenders strongly encourages the Department to be proactive in ensuring 
any resulting impacts to wildlife are mitigated so to improve human safety 
and reduce wildlife mortality on roadways. We strongly encourage DOT to 
employ proactive mitigation measures to protect wildlife including 
underpasses, overpasses and systems that automatically detect wildlife 
nearby have been shown to reduce wildlife-vehicle collisions. Wildlife 
underpasses and fencing along I-75 have prevented many Florida panther 
deaths furthering the recovery of our state animal. DOT’s FTP and SIS plans 
should minimize habitat fragmentation by avoiding habitat areas, avoid 
and minimize impacts in riparian areas, and design lighting to avoid 
spillover into habitat areas. 

Noted. 

Environment 
and Energy 

DOT’s FTP and SIS plans should minimize habitat fragmentation by 
avoiding habitat areas, avoid and minimize impacts in riparian areas, and 
design lighting to avoid spillover into habitat areas. We are especially 
concerned that new and expanded SIS routes will facilitate growth and 
associated habitat losses in adjacent areas possibly adversely affecting 
Florida’s rare and listed species. Mitigation should include expanding the 

Noted. 
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boundaries of conservation areas adjacent to SIS routes, establishing 
connections between conservation areas divided by SIS routes, and 
establishing conservation easements and cooperative agreements with 
landowners/managers to assure sound water and land management on 
conservation areas adjacent to SIS routes. We strongly encourage the DOT 
to take the steps necessary to ensure wildlife issues are considered early in 
the transportation planning process. Defenders stands ready to assist DOT 
in identifying sections of roadways with high Florida panther and black 
bear mortality and identifying solutions to improve the safety of the 
motoring public as well as our wildlife. Where highways and railways will 
be built or expanded, it is essential to consider how bridges and the 
elevated approaches through floodplains often fragment wildlife habitat 
by creating a barrier to movement and increase wildlife-vehicle incidents. 
DOT can protect wildlife as move along these natural corridors by 
extending bridges to allow for dry ground like the SR 20 Apalachicola River 
Bridge and by providing additional safe passage points across elevated 
roadways like passing across Paynes Prairie Preserve State Park. Under the 
bridges with abutments close to the water, walls can be used place of 
riprap, soil and vegetation passages can be created through rip-rap or 
passage benches can be created away from open water. Fencing should 
also be used to guide wildlife to structure and prevent intrusions to the 
right-of-way. 

Implementation DOT should enhance its outreach to include broader representation of the 
public and additional stakeholders. The current environmental and quality 
of life stakeholders which DOT regularly includes as part of its formal 
advisory group process are too limited, are consistently the same 
organizations, and may not be adequately addressing important 
environmental and quality of life considerations which other stakeholders 
may have. 

Noted. 

General The DOT should be commended for producing an excellent vision and 
policy statement. The plan could be improved by providing standards and 
timeframes and specific implementation strategies for accomplishing these 
goals. 

FDOT will consider 
timeframes and standards 
during the implementation 
process. 
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Palm Beach 
MPO 

Quality of Life 
and Quality 
Places 

There need to be more policies (enforcement) and training (education + 
encouragement) for local governments/engineering departments to 
understand & get on board with implementing complete streets to 
promote livable communities and active transportation. 

Noted. 

Safety and 
Security 

There should be more education campaigns for bike/ped/driver safety 
across the state to reduce ped/bike injuries. Alert Today, Alive Tomorrow 
did a great campaign with great visibility in Miami - but what about other 
counties with high ped/bike injury rates like Palm Beach County? 

Noted. 

The FL Ped/Bike Resource Center is great but needs more resources - it 
appears they are always out of helmets or they run out instantly before 
certified helmet fitters have a chance to order any. 

Noted. 

There should be more push at the statewide level through the FDOT 
districts to promote school participation in National Walk to School Day 
(Oct.) and National Bike to School Day (May): www.walkbiketoschool.org 

Noted. 

There should be more resources for police officers to enforce and 
encourage bicycle safety - for example the availability of more bicycle 
lights for police to give bicycle riders at night that don't have lights and 
remind them it's the law. 

Noted. 

The DMV drivers license test & online or in person drivers license renewal 
should include an education piece/update on bicycle & pedestrian laws 
and safety so that motor vehicle drivers understand the laws and how to 
behave. For example explaining what is a "Sharrow", yielding to 
pedestrians and bicyclists, coming to a complete stop before making a 
right turn to look both ways, hit & run law, and maintaining a min. 3 foot 
distance between the vehicle and bicyclist. 

Noted. 

Smart 
Growth 
Partnership 

Safety and 
Security 

Emphasis in this goal area is placed on reducing fatalities injuries and 
crashes involving vulnerable and at-risk road users including pedestrians, 
bicyclists, motorcyclists, and aging road users and teenagers.  Innovations 
suggested include expanding the use of context-sensitive design to 
improve safety for all users especially pedestrians and bicyclists.  These 
ideas are supportive of Smart Growth Principles in general and especially 

Noted. 

http://www.walkbiketoschool.org/
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support those principles relating to walkability and preservation of open 
space. 

Mobility Emphasis in this goal area on emerging technologies, especially 
automated/connected vehicles and shared vehicles will result in more 
efficient movement throughout urban areas and can conceivable result in 
a lowering of demand for single occupancy vehicles.  As such  this goal area 
is generally supportive of Smart Growth Principles. 

Noted. 

Choices Objectives in support of this goal area include increasing the share of 
person trips using public transportation and other alternatives to single 
occupancy motor vehicles and increasing the efficiency and convenience of 
connecting among multiple modes of transportation. These ideas are 
supportive of Smart Growth Principles in general and especially support 
those principles relating to promotion of mixed uses serviced by a variety 
of transportation modes and directing development towards existing 
communities. 

Noted. 

Quality of Life 
and Quality 
Places 

Analysis for this goal area is specific to complete streets and context-
sensitive design and emphasis areas include accessibility for all residents to 
jobs, schools, healthcare, food,  parks, and other community resources.  As 
such this goal areas is strongly supportive of Smart Growth Principles. 

Noted. 

Environment 
and Energy 

Objectives in support of this goal area include designing transportation 
systems with an eye towards protection and/or restoration of the function 
and character of the natural environment minimizing environmental 
impacts and increasing the energy efficiency of transportation and as such 
are strongly supportive of Smart Growth Principles. 

Noted. 

Implementation The Smart Growth Partnership of South Florida is supportive of the 
proposed FTP Policy Element and would like to be included in the 
implementation efforts where appropriate. 

Noted. 

General The FTP Policy Element as proposed is generally supportive of Smart 
Growth Principles and the Smart Growth Partnership of South Florida 
supports the proposed element with the  comments included in this 
response. 

Noted. 
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Unknown Infrastructure Resiliency demands diversity and specifically travel options.  You can build 
all the multi-modal hubs in the world, but they will still not function if the 
surrounding environments are not sufficiently urban and built for 
pedestrians as the primary user. Resiliency requires an honest assessment 
of our built environment and industrial actions. The cause of sea level rise 
is "GLOBAL WARMING".  It's caused by human actions, and it's insane that 
the science is not even mentioned in this document.  Unchecked growth is 
called "CANCER".  The exponential economic growth called for in this plan 
is the opposite of sustainable. 

Text was revised to more 
clearly describe Florida’s 
environmental and climate 
risks. 

Mobility The Future Corridor Planning Process must take a more proactive role in 
building quality urban places that do not require a private automobile to 
function.  FDOT can't just say "you guys should plan for the last mile" and 
then expect anything other than bad sprawling development around their 
giant parking lots. 

Added an approach 
referencing support for 
capital investments for public 
transportation systems 
consistent with local and 
community visions in areas 
demonstrating a 
commitment to operations 
and maintenance funding 
and supporting land use 
changes. 

Choices You can't just keep building express toll lanes to the hinterlands and 
expect anything but induced demand.  For reference, we *should* build 
the express toll lanes, but we also *should* build regional transit systems 
with the same foresight.  If the toll road projects do not require a 
referendum, then neither should the transit. The state has an obligation to 
support high frequency commuter and intercity transit options for the 
existing and emerging urban areas of the state.  By support, that means 
project development and funding.  That scale of transportation is regional, 
and it will never happen if left to parochial interests - see Tampa Bay. 

Noted. 

Economic 
Competiveness 

We can not be known as a place that kills pedestrians and bicyclists and 
continue to attract skilled, young, or international investment.  It's out of 
step with the global conscience and we have to take bold steps to 
prioritize real Vision Zero initiatives.  What that means is: cars have to slow 

Noted. 
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down in urban areas.  We can no longer sacrifice hundreds of human lives 
for the sake of big ideas like Global Economic Competitiveness. 

Quality of Life 
and Quality 
Places 

It needs to go farther, such as: no dual or triple turn lanes in dense urban 
areas, geometric and signal design to achieve operating speeds of no more 
than 25 mph in dense urban areas, no roads larger than two through lanes 
in each direction in dense urban areas, fund non-motorized modes 
statewide at a rate equal to their % of fatalities. 

Noted. 

Environment 
and Energy 

It's called "GLOBAL WARMING."  It's time to address it head on, but it's 
completely absent from this document. 

Text was revised to more 
clearly describe Florida’s 
environmental and climate 
risks. 

Implementation As we continue a shift towards private involvement in our public 
infrastructure, we should also take a step back and remember that 
infrastructure does not always make a profit.  If someone is profiting, then 
that is coming at the expense of some other public benefit. 

Noted. 

Rails to Trails 
Conservancy 

Safety and 
Security 

Thank you for recognizing safety for trails. Noted. 

Infrastructure Well rounded. Noted. 

Choices Bikeways and trails are desired solutions by communities. Noted. 

Environment 
and Energy 

Maybe reference past department studies - Conserve by Bike and 
Conserve by Walking? 

Noted. 

Implementation Trails, walking and bicycling facilities are part of the State's transportation 
system and pleased to see them clearly recognized as solutions - i.e.  "last 
mile". An emphasis on connecting origins and destinations and lowering 
"stress levels" to users through a variety of treatments may be helpful to 
focus investment on connectivity and usability of non-motorized systems. 

Noted. 

Tom Caffey, 
P.E. 

Infrastructure I would encourage more regional and statewide planning to identify 
vulnerable transportation infrastructure, particularly to natural disasters.  
Identify measures to fortify the facilities, mitigate potential damage, and 

Noted. 
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techniques to recover quickly where damage does occur.  Climate change 
is increasing our vulnerability year by year, to increasingly intense storms. 

Choices Demand management and planning for more internal trips in urban 
centers should be part of the mix. 

Noted. 

Environment 
and Energy 

Promoting increasing energy efficiency in transportation should be a key 
function of the FDOT. Improving access to electric charging stations (or 
other alternative technology) should be used to increase the market 
penetration of electric vehicles. Green energy applications in 
transportation should be promoted. 

Edited approach to account 
for enhanced infrastructure, 
including electric vehicle 
charging stations. 

Broward 
County 
Planning and 
Development 
Division 

Safety and 
Security 

1) To improve overall safety and address the need for additional bicycle 
and pedestrian facilities, a reference to lane elimination/lane width 
reduction projects would be beneficial. The reference should specifically 
address developing a streamlined approach to work with communities on 
these types of projects. 2) As this section is focused on improved safety for 
all users of the transportation system (bicyclists, pedestrians, automobile 
users, etc.), consider changing “traffic fatalities”, on page 6, to 
“transportation-related fatalities”, as used on page 7. 

Incorporated additional 
references to bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities. 

Updated to state 
transportation-related 
fatalities. 

Infrastructure 1) The discussion of automated vehicles and additional transportation 
options leads to the likelihood of some existing roadways having excess 
capacity in coming years’ due advancements as well as behavioral changes 
(more people seeking non-automobile transport options). This section 
should address the development of strategies to work with communities 
about how best to utilize excess capacity (more multimodal facilities, linear 
parks, etc.) 2) A discussion on prioritizing funding for infrastructure 
vulnerable to flooding and drainage issues should be considered. In 
addition, the need for roadway projects to address drainage of 
surrounding parcels, not just land within the right-of-way or immediately 
adjacent to the roadway, is critical, particularly in urban areas subject to 
urban flooding events 

Added approach dealing with 
potential for additional 
capacity. 

Text was revised to more 
clearly describe Florida’s 
environmental and climate 
risks. 

3) “Infrastructure may need to adapt to extreme weather and other risks”: 
this language should be strengthened to reflect that these improvements 
are already underway across the State, particularly here in South Florida. 

Text was revised to more 
clearly describe Florida’s 
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Cities, including Fort Lauderdale and Miami Beach, have invested many 
millions of dollars on improvements to address tidal flooding and storm 
surge events. 4) The discussion on enhanced transportation corridors that 
incorporate emerging technologies such as connected vehicles or 
alternative fuel sources should be expanded upon to address electric 
vehicle charging infrastructure and other improvements to support and 
expand the usage of electric vehicles and vehicles using alternative fuel 
sources. 

environmental and climate 
risks. 

Edited approach to account 
for enhanced infrastructure, 
including electric vehicle 
charging stations. 

Choices 1) A discussion regarding the economic benefits of providing multiple 
transportation options, and the increased travel time reliabilities that are 
an outcome of providing additional options, would be useful. 

Revised text to provide a 
reference to economic 
benefits of multiple 
transportation options. 

Quality of Life 
and Quality 
Places 

1) This section does a good job connecting transportation decisions and 
the effects on our built environment, and addressing the land use 
connection. However, it would be beneficial to discuss transit-oriented 
development in strategic locations to support multimodal investments, 
particularly at FDOT-owned sites (such as existing park-n-ride lots), and 
strategies to work with local communities on these projects. 

Noted. 

Implementation 1) There is significant overlap between some of the “emphasis area” and 
“innovations” items within some goal areas, and it appears some topics 
could fall in either classification. It may be useful to provide further 
distinguish between these two components of the plan. 

Noted. 

Unknown Infrastructure Discussion is limited concerning the impacts of climate change and 
extreme weather events on public transportation infrastructure.  While 
public transportation is operated primarily by local governments or 
authorities, collaboration with the state is critical to insuring that those 
who rely on transit for their day to day mobility needs are not 
compromised.    

Text was revised to more 
clearly describe Florida’s 
environmental and climate 
risks. 

Choices State, regional and local partners need to identify innovative ways 
(bike/ped counters, cameras, etc.) to measure bicycle and pedestrian 
activity. 

Noted. 
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Implementation What is lacking is a strategy and funding commitment at the state level for 
public transportation.  Public transportation can play a major role in the 
operation of the SIS and therefore SIS funding should be made available 
for public transit operating on SIS roadways. 

Noted. 

Miami-Dade 
MPO 

Infrastructure Despite the governor's declaration that reference to climate change is off 
limits, I think the Descriptions on p. 10 must mention that Florida is 
probably the most vulnerable state in the nation (perhaps with the 
exception of Hawaii) to rising seas and that the state is already 
experiencing that phenomenon. 

Text was revised to more 
clearly describe Florida’s 
environmental and climate 
risks. 

Quality of Life 
and Quality 
Places 

I congratulate the state on acknowledging the importance of context 
sensitive solutions!! I would encourage the state planners to mention the 
importance of shade in this hot and humid environment.  The potential 
differences in temperature and sun exposure should be cited in the verbal 
descriptions on p. 27, not to mention threats to health from walking in the 
hot sun, and the endangerment of children and pets by excessive 
temperatures in vehicles.  The importance of landscaping and aesthetics in 
transportation infrastructure deserves mention both in the descriptions as 
well as in the policies.  Attempts to eliminate landscaping as legitimate 
transportation costs make this an imperative.  Landscaping serves as a 
buffer, noise reducers, stabilizes soils, embankments etc., provides food, 
and protection for wildlife, many other environmental benefits, a sense of 
psychological well-being and a host of other tangible and intangible 
benefits.   Landscaping is an essential tool is streetscape projects and in 
Complete Streets.  Trees provide shade, which is of vital importance in this 
climate (see above.).  Landscaping and aesthetics contribute to the identity 
of communities and neighborhoods.  In a state in which tourism is so vital, 
these make places appealing and memorable.  There is no doubt that 
landscaping and other aesthetic improvements increase land values.  The 
inclusion of these elements in transportation projects give us a 
tremendous bang for the bucks expended!!  Again please mention these 
points within the policies, and within the up front description of the goal 
area. 

Updated Complete Streets 
Inset to incorporate 
references to the importance 
of shade, landscaping, and 
aesthetics. 
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Implementation I noticed there was a strong emphasis on the values of landscaping, shade 
and aesthetics at the June workshop in fort Lauderdale and in fact -  
Improve the aesthetic appearance of transportation facilities - turned out 
to be one of the three highest rated concepts.!!!  Perhaps especially in 
highly urbanized areas, these features are more appreciated and valued.  
Please give them their due in this new FTP - it is definitely time.  By the 
year 2060, there will surely be more urbanized areas in great need of these 
elements.  Thank you for your consideration. 

Updated Complete Streets 
Inset to incorporate 
references to the importance 
of shade, landscaping, and 
aesthetics. 

The Nature 
Conservancy 

Infrastructure Our understanding of this language is that it is intended to cover the 
impacts of sea level rise as part of the consideration afforded to “extreme 
weather and other environmental conditions.” Given the frequent “sunny 
day” flooding that is already occurring in South Florida, we believe it is 
important that Florida transportation siting, design and investment 
decision-making take into account the effects of sea level rise. 

Text was revised to more 
clearly describe Florida’s 
environmental and climate 
risks. 

Choices We suggest a specific objective that states:   “Increase state and local 
investment in community design and multimodal transportation options 
that provide alternatives to single use vehicle, highway transportation 
modes to move people and goods.” 

Noted. 

Environment 
and Energy 

We suggest replacing the sentence on page 30 that states that “emissions 
of carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas, are now roughly at the 2002 level” 
with the following sentence:  “Emissions of carbon dioxide have not 
decreased significantly below the 2002 level.” 

Adjusted text to state - 
“Emissions of carbon dioxide 
have not decreased 
significantly below the 2002 
level.” 

We suggest the following language:  Increase the diversity of 
transportation energy sources incurring lower greenhouse gas emissions 
than traditional fossil fuels.   Alternatively, we prefer the original language 
that states the objective to “Increase the use of transportation fuels and 
energy sources that are alternatives to traditional fossil fuels,” to the 
October 15th language “Increase the diversity of transportation-related 
energy sources.”  If the goal is to encourage compliance with national 
ambient air quality standards, implementing a more diverse slate of 

Adjusted objective to 
emphasize cleaner and more 
efficient fuels. 
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transportation energy sources does not necessarily result in better air 
quality unless the “diverse” sources are cleaner sources. 

Brickell 
Energy 

Infrastructure From Page #12: When it says "Incorporate emerging technologies such as 
connected vehicles or alternative fuel sources" it is missing the well 
needed expansion of the charging infrastructure for electric vehicles. 
Electric zero emission vehicles are a reality, not a thing of the future, and 
the vast majority of car buyers are just waiting for the expansion of the 
charging infrastructure to make the switch from gasoline to electric.  From 
Page #13: When in says that "FL highways should be able to create energy 
from vibrations and solar panels on the pavement to recharge electric 
vehicles", again we are talking about futuristic visions or technologies on 
early stages of research. We should be much more realistic and precise 
and to talk about the expansion of the fast charging infrastructure for EVs 
along FL highways in order to motivate the adoption of current models of 
electric vehicles. 

Edited approach to account 
for enhanced infrastructure, 
including electric vehicle 
charging stations. 

Mobility Once again, I have seen repeatedly how "emerging technologies such as 
automated and connected vehicles" is being mentioned along the 
document while the fact that most of these futuristic vehicles will be 
running of electric vehicles platforms existing today is being ignored. The 
big missing point here is "Electric Vehicles". FL is the 5th US State with the 
largest number of registered EVs (after CA, WA, NY and GA) are this 
technology is almost nowhere to be found in the whole Policy Element. 

Noted. 

Choices Once again, among all the transportation choices being mentioned, Electric 
Vehicles are missing. In order to encourage its adoption by FL residents, it 
is important to expand the fast charging infrastructure along Florida's 
highways and interstate roads. On the other hand, Level 2 chargers will be 
an appropriate solution to be installed on garages within urban cities. 

Noted. 

Quality Places On page 29, where it says "Provide technical support to local governments 
to identify context sensitive solutions, including updates to design, parking, 
zoning, and other policies and codes". It is important to recommend that 
garages with more than 100 spaces should have at least 1% of parking 
spaces dedicated to Electric Vehicles, together with charging stations 

Noted. 
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capabilities. This 1% figure comes from the current number of plug-in 
vehicles sold over the total number of new vehicles sold. A similar 
legislature has been successfully implemented on other states such as 
Hawaii and California. Another recommendation is to require new building 
codes to include the conduit for charging infrastructure on new parking 
facilities. 

Environment 
and Energy 

This is the chapter that requires the most help. It is important to highlight 
the improvements in the reduction of fuel consumption and air quality, but 
the most effective way of reach a meaningful improvement is by mass 
adopting zero emission vehicles such as electric vehicles. The reduction of 
GHG emissions due to transportation should be adopted as the major goal 
of this chapter due to one simple but powerful reason: Florida's coastal 
areas are already being affected by post storm flooding due to the rising of 
sea levels. Water must be pumped out back to ocean because natural 
drainage is insufficient. Our fresh water reserves are also being affected by 
salinization. Some recommendations to be included are the following: 1)- 
Please keep in mind that although natural gas burns cleaner that gasoline, 
it is still a fossil fuel and there in no such thing as "clean burning fuel". It 
seem this document offers a propaganda style endorsement to natural gas 
while ignoring all the advantages of the electrification of the 
transportation sector. 2)- To work with car manufacturers to ensure their 
EV models are being offered for sale in Florida markets. More than 20 
different EV models are currently being sold on US markets, however only 
a handful of them are being sold to FL residents while the others are 
reserved for "selected US markets only". 3)- To require all parking facilities 
that are available for use by the general public and include at least 100 
parking spaces to designate at least one parking space specifically for PEVs. 
Spaces must be clearly marked and equipped with electric vehicle supply 
equipment (EVSE).  4)- To implement Mandatory Electric Vehicle Supply 
Equipment (EVSE) Building Standards for new constructions. The Florida 
Building Standards Commission (or similar entity) should pass mandatory 
building standards for EVSE installation in new parking spaces at multi-
family dwellings and non-residential developments in the next edition of 
the Florida Building Standards Code. It is 90% cheaper to plan for EVSE 

Adjusted objective to 
emphasize cleaner and more 
efficient fuels. 
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during the construction phase of any new development than to run the 
installation on existing buildings. 5)- To propose a Plug-In Electric Vehicle 
(PEV) Charging Rate Reduction. Florida Power Generators (FPL) should 
offer a discounted rate to customers for electricity used to charge PEVs. 

 


